A s Llena Malik (or

Maggie, axche i populardy

kg i In bnisimess cinche)

a3 & social butteriy. But

beneath hor easy and

frenidly demeanodr a8 worn of sheeland all
that soe] personifies —stabity and endumnce.
Uima came bo Canada a5 3 young bride in
1573, Armied with & s bers in Hierabune anc
sociolngy: she soon bepan working as a neseasch
associate at the Lniversaty of Western Ontario
i Lowwdan, Thework was very demending
and she felt shecould not spend s ruch tme
a5 she wanted with her children. 5o she
diecided to takas fwad yaars off bo be with them.

N COLIRACING RESTCIMAE

1n1?|1-|. duﬁm L=l H.'-hdm U meta
family fruend dealieg; in readymade garment
expoet who gave her some samples of cotton
nightwear and loungewear, which she
relzctantly brought back o Canada and
fongot about, Cleaning out the basemwnt six
enorithe later, Uma fourd she fomgotien desigrs,
and, For a lark, called & few boutigues,
Thi response was enceuraging and her first
e it ot 200 privocs.

Ir 14986, she partcipated in a tracs show n
Tomanta, & veue whene retillies coms and
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ercd=pd-dine frons bex comaadering that
i usally baysanly designer closhing. And all
thiswis scone wiileshe sl warked

fram her basement [n 190, she was able o
buikd her own premises which she now shares
with snother usipess compary.

Uma has been able to get the Femnine La
Fiare labed mio the prisitigous LaSerea stoges,
154 kn all Bhrosphoud the country, whisse hes
desigrs sell ke hot cakes. in December 1999,
ket company supplied La Senza with 40,000
pieces of modem nightwiear for the younges
chientele. Uma counts it as her biggest
achaenernent: Today Fernire La Flare also braste
of a line called Timedess, which ¢onsists af
Wactelar sbyle andicuie ot fits.

'I'miag. Lmn a'||:1-e on 1!1:' waves of
sccess, Un is & founding member of the
ew Delhi Pavilion in Unlago, where
she 15 responsible for ensuring quality
prosendation of Indian coltune and art.

Herdroam s tosevovery woeman n Canada
owery af beast one Femvine La Hare design,
When that happers, she says she will have
attabived her Ninvana

This sevcret o her tremvenadans succes: in
businiess? You have o spend money to gel
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UMAMALIK STARTED IN A BASEMENT, BUT TOOAY HER DESIGNS
FEATURE TN TOP BOUTIQUES IN CANADA, WRITES RENUMEHTA

ok orders. Umna'ses harmned oul §o be
r'lg]trll'lmlmm-ﬁlwﬁd bl by pomar
the entrepreneurial spiril was high and
s refused bobe discousragesd

Ll then decidied bo returnto India whene
she desipnied a line of Victorian nightgowns
ard an s usive Ene of daywiear by unigquely
blending Indlan craftsmanship with
combemnporary Cinadian sty lirg,.

Shie ther inteoduced the Femine La Fare
Labe] toechasive boutaques all over the oanny:
She hinedd sales representatives in Montneal,
Toeonio and Yanceaver. The orders started
pouring in from prestigious acoounts like
Eatcans, Hedt Rerdee snd Winness, Ui was
espedially ecstatic when Wirnes stated buyisg
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the markel assessed
professionally inorder to
identify a product and il
a néche, she says. Lima
wiould adwvise asplring
W (ENET ml‘.mp.rmwu.r:-tn-
sovk lnane frem nangal
inatitutlons, who offer
suhaidies as well as kezal
asRigtance to small
brusinesis,

Accreding toUma, the
throe by weords by saoess
i ha e yonusce grarment
Busliness are costing,

temimg and guality,




